





NU MB. LXXV. 


THE 


PLAIN DEALER. 








—_ 


—— Artem Experientia fecit : 
Exemplo monftrante viam, ——— 


MANIL. 





Pt >a 





Monpbay, DECEMBER 7. 1724. 





ce AD 











DECLAR'D, in a latePaper, 
that my Speculations fhou'd 
fometimes, extend to Poli- 
ticks. This Day’s Enter. 
tainment fhall be an Intro- 

jj duction, to that Purpofe; 

211 which I fhall, occafionally, 

‘aes, purfue, with the open Spi- 

} ritofaPLAIN DEALER: 

$i, afferting, and making free 
= = == with All the Liberty, which 

I = born tam A Kibo, ick eee not alone in- 
title us to a Property in our Effetes, but in.our Thoughts 
alfo. It is the great Characteriftick of €very Pree- 
born Briton, That ‘He may Jpeak, as He thinks, and 
think, as He pleafes. © | 


WHILE, like the Provinces of the declining 
Empire of Old Rome, we are fretting, and difturbing 
pee 7 hi (under the Notion of Reafon, and Principle) 
ro fupport the factious Avarice of a few afpiring Men, 
who find their fntereft in our Divifions, the GOTHS 
are at our Gate ; and we are apprehenfive of no outward 
Danger.—There feems to be rifing, near us, That 
NORTHERN LYON, which has, fo often, been pro. 
phefied of: And I believe, in the Courfe of my Pa- 
pers, I fhall make ir f{ufficiently vifible, that, if early 
Meafures are nor taken, by Way of Prevention, 
againft the threaten’d Evil, the UNIVERSAL EM- 
PIRE, which Spain and France, have {ucceflively 
alarm'd Europe with a fruitlefs Dread of, feems, in 
Reality, to be coming upon us, with al] the Terrofs 
of a Fifth General Monarchy. 





IF it isfuppos’d, Thar fuch.a Fear concerns Us, 
lefs than other States, which maybe thoughr ro lie 
more expos'd, I doubt we deceive Our-felves, by a 

anity, ¢ommon to all Nations, in over-rating the 


Hazard of an a iaamid prefume to invade 
ts. a Our Ships, sees Hig teal as they 
are) are more formidable by the Reputation of their 
Terror, than by the Danger of their Oppofition. For, 
tro expect that a Fleet will, at all Times; be able to 
keep Danger at a Diitance, were to give our Prote&i- 
on tothe Winds .mHow. many Caveats, againft fo un- 
ftable a Security, cannot our own Hiftory furnifh us 
with P— Neither ought ir to be confider’d; as a Re- 
mote, or Chimérical, Profpect, That we may be match'd 





[Price Two Pence.] 


in our Marine Pretenfions— We cannot poflibly have 
more Advantage, in the Fame, and Fractice, of Do- 
minion at Sea, againft any of our Cotemporary States, 
than the Carthaginians had againft the Romans: 
And the Succefs which crown’d the Induftry, and 
unconquerable Spirit, of thefe Laft, in Defiance of 
all Obftacles, as well of Nature, as of Art, is a Lef- 
fon, which may teach our Statefmen, That there if 
infinite Difference, between Things ‘difficult, and 
Things impoffible, , 


N OT to infift on, the memorable Surprize, with 
which France, in a few Years Application, cons 
vincd wus, with how litrle Reafon we had in- 
dulg’d a Notion, That there were natural Impoffibi- 
hities t0 prevent that Great Nation from becoming Pow- 
erful, at Sea; All which were found mere Shadows; 
when the Genius of her Minifters curn'd their 


‘Thoughts on attempting it! — The prodigious, and 


enterprizing, Spirit of the prefent Czar of Ruffia has, 
at once, blifh’d, in the Baltich, a Third Maritime 
Power, Superiour to Both its old Ones: And, now, 
while I am Writing, He has a Fleet of above 60 Ships 
of the Line, befides Frigates;—— and Gallies without 
Number, 3 


AS to natural Advantages, whether for bwilding; 
equipping, ot maintaining a Navy, this Prince has 
the Srarr of us, beyond ail Comparifon. —« And fince, 
when: his Ships are as AZany, and as Strong, as ours; 
(which judging by what has been done already, 
they may be, in Three or Four Years) our whole 
Pretrence to Superiotiry muft be plac’d’ im our Ské/l, and 
Experience, in Sea-Fights, how dan as wou'd the 
Confequence be fourd, thou’d he hit upon fome New 
Method of improving his Veffels, in their Strength, De- 
fenfive; or Offenfive ? Many High, and: Arduous At 
tempts toward which, have bufied, for fome Years 
paft, the unrefting, Genius of that Monarch, 


WITHIN the Memory of Numbers, yet liv- 
ing, the Mufcovites were confider’d, as a People; fo 
far from Dangerous, that they. were even Contemprtible : 
And the precipitate Advance of their Reputation, in 
Arms, and Policy, is a Proof, that no Vanity is more 
weakly founded, atid unjuft, than the Common 
Practice of all Nations, to eftecm Themfelves more 
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Valiant than their Neighbours. — Mankind is every 
where the fame, by Nature, Gil! a Difference is pro- 
duc’d, by Cuftom, — Whar Nation braver, than the 
Pevfians under Cyrus? Yet, what Nation bafer, when 
they oppos'd the Arms of Aiexander ?—_ What Pédpie, 
vader Heaven, have more inrich’d the Hiftories of 
former Ages, than the Anceftors af rhofe degenerate 
Greeks, who are, now, the Difgrace of Chriftendom? 
Contented Sidves, under a Tyranny, a thoufaad Tithes 
more infupportable than the worft of Thofe,'in (corn 
of which their ancient Orarors have fill’d the. World 
with Noify Declamations, in the boafted Caufe of 
Liberty! JTALY. the imperious Miftrefs of the Uni- 
verfe ! has been funk, for many Ages ; and parcell’d 
into petty, and almoft inconfiderable, Furi/didtions! 
—And, to bring the Proof quite Home, what People 
ever fe¢m’d to hold a clearer Superiority over their 
Enemies, than the Engiifb Armies, which our” Firft 
Edward, led to War againft the Scots? And, yet, 
what Truth more undeniable, than the fhameful Cow. 
ardice, and downright Bafenefi, of the Sons of thofe 
very Englifb, drawn out, again the Sons of the fame 
Scots, in the next fucceeding Reign of Edward the 
Second. 


COURAGE, when confider'd nationally, is not the 
Effect of Nature, but of Difcipline! Skill, and Prac- 
tice, reaching an Agility inthe Ufe of Arms, excire 
a Pleafure in their Exercife: And, abating, by De- 
grees, that Fear of Death, which is natural {to all 
‘Men, convert it into Hope of Victory ; and a-proud, 
and reftlefs, Thirft of Glory. — Arms therefore, and 
a dexterous Superiority in the Ue of them, fhould 
be efteemed the Sinews of War ; and not AZONET, as 
is, commonly, pretended. — An Army, capable of 


conquering, will always find Means of /ub/isting: But 
Money, ake. it fubfifts an ill-difciplin’'d Army, can 


never qualifie it for conquering. — The Helplefs - 


Indians, of Mexico, were infinitely Richer, than their 
Plunderers, — the Goths, when (from that very 
Country, which the Czar now governs) they over- 
ran, and ruin’d Europe, brought with them. only, 
Tron; for, théy knew, That would make them 
Mafters of all the Gold, they fhould have Occafion 
for. ; eis ' 


- PRINCES, whofe Authority is abfolute, and 
uncontroll’d, by Privileges, Rights, or Cuffoms; whofe 
Dominions até. vaft, and populous, and whofe §ub- 
jects ‘are laborious, hardy, and obedient ; and ac- 
quainted with no Learning, but what is fafficient to 
aid their Induftry, without inflaming their Pride. 
— Such Princes, become dreadful. as {oon as they ap- 
pear ambitious; and exert themfelves in Preparations 
fer War, — But, when it happens, roo, that a Prince, 
in fo tempting a Situation, has a Genius capable. of 
improving the Art-Military, Itis difficult to put Limits 
to the Confequences, which may attend His Fortune. 


THO’ the Study of the Art of War has been 
carried toa great Perfection, yet there is Room enough 
left co giye Scope to the Force of Genius, this Way : 
And it would, perhaps, be found, upon the Trial, 
That the AZedern Syftem, (norwithftanding the Ufe of 
Gunpowder, which was unknown to the Ancients) is 
as {ubje@& as the o/d was, to be trampled on, and 
overpowerd, by fome new, and unforefeen, Di/- 
coveries, on thofe Sides, moft efpecially, where we 
believe our felves fecureft. 




























































THE meafured Lines of Humane Forefight, which 
are, fo proudly diftinguifhed, by the Name of Policy. 
are vain Amufements, and mere Cobweb Subtleties. 
— Their narrow, bufy, Schemes, of balancing the 
PoWer, and the Interefts of Nations, are often infut- 
ficient for the Purpofes of their Defigners, becauie 
thefe High-way Statef{men found their Maxims upon 
Error, in the firft Concoftion, — The Force of a Prince 
is, by their Rule; robe.calculated, from His Revenue ; 
and His Revenue, fromthe Wealth of his Subjects: 
Bui This Argument dépends intirely on the general, 
miftaken, Notion, That Al Equal Numbers, will be of 
Equal Weight, in War; which is fo far from being 
true, That, fhould the Pooref? Prince in Europe, fall 
upon the Richef?, with a Skillin Arms, asmuch Supe- 
riour, as He is Zuferiour in his Numbers, the Difpa- 


rity would be revers'd, immiediately. 


THE Romans, who never conquer'd, in order to 
prolong a War, but to make it bear its own Expences ; 
and encreafe, as well their Treafury, as their ‘Reputa 
tion, wete {o far from thisnew Way, of compuring 
an Enemy's Strength, by his Riches, that Their Judg- 
ment was directly contrary... And -this-Opinion—of 
Ancient Times appears ftrongiy in that magnanimous 
Anfwer, which was given. by a Generous Gaul, toa 
King of Adtacedon, who fhew'd him, when in his 
Court, on a Meffage of Defiance, his Heaps of 
Gold, and Fewels, in order to excite Terror ; and, 
then, ask’d him, What He thought of His Condition ? 
To which ‘the rugged Soldier reply’d, tharply, That 
as to what concern’d His Condition, a Stranger could be 
no Fudge : But His BOUNTY, He could perceive, was 
Extraordinary, -- fince he had taken fuch unufuai Pains 
to let his Ememics be convine'd, fo clearly, That his 
Kingdom was worth their Conquering. 


WHERE a Prince is really Sfrongz, — To be held 
Weak, in the Opinion of the World, . is rather a 
Benefit, than a Difadvantage. —~ His Preparations 
alarm no Body ; and the Blow, he defigns to. ftrike, 
will as foon be felt, as apprehended: Whereas the Fame 
of Power, and Riches. keeps Jealoufy awake ; and 
attracts Envy, and Oppofition, from. ‘alf Quarters. 
— The Fortune of the late French King had, poffibly, 
kept Pace with his Ambition, if* ic had nor been 
warch'd, and check’d, upon this fingie Gonfideration. 
— And, on the other Hand, Guftavus Adolphus was 
fo happily de/pis’d, by the Auftrian Grandeur, which 
took it for granted, according to the. modern .Rea- 
foning, That the Poverty of fuch an Invader would be a 
Curb to bi$ Courage, that, boldly entring Germany with 
an Army, of but Seven Thoufand Aden, he carried 
every Thing before him, like a Torrent; broke the 
whole Scheme of the Emperor's Defigns ; and had 
ruin’d, in all Likelyhood, the Intereft of that’ Fa- 
mily, if he had not been &i/l’d, in the Battle of 
Lutzen. 


DESIGNING, in fome future Papers, to {peak 
of Things, a little our of the common Road, and 
draw Conclufions, which I judge roo mew, to venrure 
on, without a previous Notice, Thar I propofe not to 
deduce my Arguments from the Principles of AZodern 
Politiques, and therefore refufe to be try’d by them; 
Ihave, for that Reafon, thought it neceflary to pub- 
lifh thefe few General Reflections, as_a Preparative, 
for what I intend, hereafter, to confider, in a more 
diftinét, and particular, Manner. 
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